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Art Group - Ballroom Dancing - Bowls - Bridge - Canasta - Chess -
Choir - Coach Outings  - Coffee Mornings - Come Dancing -
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Scrabble - Sequence Dancing - Table Tennis - Whist

This is Your Association – What can You do to help?
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NEW MILTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
NO. 264 – June / July 2005

Message from the Chairman

It is always a great pleasure to be able to comment on a successful event.  
On this occasion my grateful thanks go to the Jubilee Singers. 

They have for many years been entertaining the membership, more 
particularly spreading their songs and music beyond the Centre.  Saturday 
afternoon, 14th May, cold and wet outside, but warm and delightful inside, 
watching and listening to a “par excellence” performance of music and 
humour to an audience completely absorbed in nostalgic tunes from a 
bygone day. 

A wonderful afternoon of entertainment and laughter – our congratulations. 
The Autumn concert is on Saturday 12th November 2005 – do not miss it. 

As I approach the end of my first full year in office inevitably one gets in 
reflective mood, the past endeavours, the criticisms and the achievements.  
With hindsight we all know we may have done things differently, in reality 
we faced the problems and made decisions, sometimes, however unpopular. 

Many of the factors in the running expenses and in the day to day 
management go unnoticed and unappreciated.  There are key members 
whose efforts and responsibility link together and play a very important role
in ensuring the smooth running of the association.  In other words I am keen
to remind the readers of the Newsletter that I am Chairing an elected group 
of Ladies and Gentlemen (the Executive) who in every way are very 
supportive, totally committed and consistently anxious to make the right 
decisions on your behalf. 

I am even keener to embrace the membership in thanks and appreciation for 
your support, particularly the sections and their Officers, who play such an 
important part in our joint endeavours.

Robert Hilton – Chairman

Charity Table Sales - Saturdays 10.00 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.

18th June Little Sisters of the Poor
16th July Little Sisters of the Poor
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30th July Wessex Cancer  

Editorial

By the time you read this summer will have arrived.  Gone those damp days 
of May that heralded the transformation from spring to summer.  Looking 
around the town there are many changes at this time of year.  The most 
obvious of these is the influx of visitors to our pleasant part of the country.  
How many of these are forming an attachment to New Milton, how many 
will return for future holidays and how many will eventually retire here?  
Should we be concerned, should we reject these outsiders, should we 
complain at the traffic or busy shops?  Indeed, we should not; these people 
keep the town alive, add much to the local economy and should be 
welcomed with open arms.  What can we do at The Centre to help these 
visitors feel at home?  We should extend to them a warm welcome and 
invite them to join in with our activities.  Yes I know that about now many 
of you are jumping up and down questioning my logic, but think of the 
benefits.  These visitors bring another dimension to our centre.  If we make 
them welcome here and now, they may well become an active part of The 
Association in the future.  The will certainly be able to relate tales of their 
own local centres from which we may learn some interesting lessons.  Why 
not visit other community associations whilst you are on your holidays; you 
will often be surprised at the warm welcome you receive.  I would be 
interested to know how you get on.
The big news this issue has to be the AGM to be held at 7.30 p.m. on 
Monday June 13th.  This is your opportunity to find out what has happened 
in the past year and to have your say about the future.  You will be able to 
influence the policies of your association.  If you are not there and taking 
part how can you justifiably complain when things are not to your liking?

Richard B Ferguson – Editor

Forthcoming Events

Annual General Meeting Monday 13th June 7.30pm
Receptionist Leaders Meeting Monday 25th July 10.00am
Council Meeting Monday 10th October 2.30 p.m.
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Below is reproduced a message from Alan McCallum, received prior to his recent 
death.  I am sure he would still want it included here.

A Farewell Message from the President

At the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting which is being held on 13th June 
2005, my three year Term of Office as your President will come to an end. `

It will also bring to an end, a period of 15 years in which I have served on the 
Executive Committee and the Council, as I shall not be seeking re-election to those
committees. 

Along the way I served two years on the committee of Come Dancing, I was 
Treasurer of the Ballroom Section for three years, I ran the Whist Drive for six 
years and was its Chairman for four years. 

In 1998 with the help of Eileen Myring, I formed the Line Dancing section and I 
was Chairman for the first year before handing control over to one of the lady 
members.  It has proved to be one of our most successful sections. 

Eight years ago, I started the fun quizzes and I have compiled and hosted four of 
the quizzes each year and in addition, I compiled and hosted the Inter-Community 
Centre quizzes in the years 2000 and 2004 when it was New Milton’s turn to act as 
hosts. 

As a retired Insurance Broker, I also looked after all our insurance for the past ten 
years in conjunction with a local firm of brokers. 

Although I am now giving up these duties, I still hope to enjoy the many pleasures 
our centre has to offer its members, particularly ballroom dancing  on our lovely 
Jubilee room dance floor, considered by many good dancers to be the best dance 
floor in the south of England. 

My very best wishes to you all.  -  Alan McCallum

There is also a tribute to Alan from Vic Ambrose on page 18

Centre Shop

Visitors to The Centre will have noticed that we are now selling greeting cards 
from a table placed in Reception.  This initiative has proved popular amongst 
members and has raised funds for The Association.  The hard work of the 
Receptionists in operating this function is very much appreciated.  Why not support
your centre by making a point of buying all of your greeting cards from us.
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Full Listing of Groups Affiliated to New Milton Community
Association

Barton & District BPW Val Williams 01590 645926
Brockenhurst Music Society Mrs Young 01590 683805
CAMEO in New Milton Irene Coates 01425 629596
Extend Diana Steer 01425 610756
Forest Arts Centre Carol Waterkeyn 01425 612393
Friends of St. Barbe Museum Mr G C Bowler 01590 676413
Hants Ass. Care of the Blind Mrs Joan Mulkern 01425 622401
Humanist Association - Dorset Liliane Apers 01425 638296
Jo Jingles Claudia Stevens 01590 674744
Milton  Green WI. Mrs V Raymond 01425 612629
Milton Musical Society Mrs Sheila Godfrey 01425 611888
Motor Neurone Disease Ass. MND Association 01202 668923
Music at Beaulieu Abbey Margaret Marshall 023 80892469
National Trust (C’church  & NF) Mrs P Pipe 01425 480891
Neighbourcare NM Miss B Rowlands 01425 622107
New Forest Organ Soc. Keith Evans 01425 612515
New Forest Quilt Group Mrs Meg Goodwin 01425 272801
New Milton & District Twinning Betty Underwood 01425 638763
New Milton Carer's Support Group Joan Felstead 01425 622358
New Milton Hard of Hearing Club Mrs C Pitts 01425 615215
New Milton Horticultural Society Mr P Brown 01425 628748
New Milton Indoor Bowls Club D A James 01425 615103
New Milton Recorded Music Society B J Stevenson 01590 682730
New Milton Talking Newspaper Malcolm Partridge 01425 610119
New Milton Town Partnership Alison Talbot 01425 626212
New Milton Townswomen's Guild Mrs June Plane 01425 629460
 District Res. Assn. Mrs P C Inglis 01425 615069
R.N.L.I. Miss Slater 01425 622111
RAFA R G Russell 01425 611171
WEA New Milton Branch Mrs D Fisher 01425 612406
Wessex Cancer Trust / N.M. Group Mrs D Colquhoun 01425 614466

During the Second World War residents at Exeter were amazed to see 
dozens and dozens of cats fleeing the city and walking to the countryside in 
the direction of Tiverton.  The reason for their sudden departure became 
clear that night when the Germans launched a huge raid on Exeter !!!
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Generous Donation to The Association
Bowls players, and others, are shortly to benefit from a most generous gift from 
Mrs Pauline Beadle.  In memory of her late husband Edgar, who was a founder 
member of the Bowls Section 17 years ago, Pauline has offered to fund a 
replacement bowls mat.  Both mats are in a poor condition having been in constant 
use for the past 9 years and we were faced with replacement on health and safety 
grounds.  The Executive Committee, which recognises the efforts made by the 
Bowls Section to increase its financial contribution to The Centre, has agreed to 
replace the other mat and the fenders.  The new playing surface will be much 
improved as the technology of mats has developed significantly in the last decade.  
This will also be of benefit to all other users of The Jubilee Room as chunks of mat
occasionally fall off the old ones causing rather a mess.  When these get under 
dancing feet, they usually precede the invention of some new and unusual dance 
steps!  We have formally thanked Pauline for her most generous gift and will hold 
an “opening ceremony” when these mats arrive.

MONTHLY LUNCHEON

Secretary:  Eileen Myring

The June luncheon will take place on Thursday 9th June.  The sale of 
tickets at £2.50 will be on Tuesday 31st May in the Common Room from 
10.00 a.m. to 12 Noon.
Menu:  Cold beef, hot potatoes & salad, roll & butter.
Trifle & cream or cheese & biscuits.  
Speaker: Mr. Donald Wall.

The July luncheon will take place on Thursday 14th July.  The sale of 
tickets at £2.50 will be on Monday 4th July in the Common Room from 
10.00 a.m. to 12 Noon.
Menu:  Cold ham, hot potatoes & salad, roll & butter.
Mandarin flan & cream or cheese & biscuits. 
Speaker: Mrs. Freeman on the history of large houses in the New Forest.

Tickets after the given dates (if available) from Lena Spencer on 01425 
619198.

Reception Issues

Volunteers are still needed for Reception.  If you have a friendly face (who would 
admit they haven’t?) and can get on with people (who would admit they couldn’t?) 
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and have some spare time (you must have to be a member), YOUR CENTRE 
NEEDS YOU!  Without volunteers in Reception, we cannot provide the services 
we offer, nor can we make prospective new members feel welcome.  This has an 
effect on membership numbers so the survival of The Association is in YOUR 
hands.  Incidentally, if all of our 2000 members helped in this way, each person 
would only do a reception duty once every 2 years!  We would like to have enough
volunteers to only call on people about once a month.  Please contact Nancy Friend
on 617215 or fill in a volunteer form available from Reception.

Friday Stall

The Association has a long tradition of running a Friday Stall.  Over the years it 
has provided a welcome source of income and was instrumental, along with the 
Clothing Stall, in raising funds for the present building.
The association is seeking a volunteer to run The Friday Stall with immediate 
effect.  The stall must be run solely for the benefit of The Association as the sale, 
or canvassing for sale, of other goods is presently forbidden by our constitution.
The Friday Stall is run as an activity, the only requirement is to keep a simple cash 
sheet so that The Association is above reproach in its financial dealings.
If you would be interested in helping to run this stall please contact any member of 
The Executive Committee.

Newsletter Savings

Copies of The Newsletter can now be found in Reception at The Centre.  We have 
removed them from the table in the hallway as members were taking copies from 
the table as they passed without realising that they already had a copy.  Some non-
members have also been seen removing handfuls for undetermined purposes.  By 
collecting yours from Reception, you can help us to achieve savings amounting to 
50 pence per copy.  I am convinced that this is a better option than making a charge
for Newsletters.  It also ensures that there are still a few copies available by the end
of the publication period that can be used to show prospective new members what 
we get up to.  If you have any difficulty getting your copy please let me know.

Free Tea and Coffee
Now I have your attention, please consider why you were attracted to read 
this.  You must be a tea or coffee drinker and probably enjoy a cup or two 
when you are at The Centre.  Have you ever thought about the small team of
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volunteers who provide the catering facilities here?  There are always at 
least two cheerful and willing helpers there to provide your beverage, but 
they too are in need of a day off occasionally.  This is where YOU can help 
by volunteering to join the happy team.  I know that in the past some offers 
of help have gone astray but we really do need your help so if you can spend
a few hours every so often to help you would be very much appreciated.  
Incidentally, if all of our 2000 members helped in this way, each person 
would only do a kitchen duty once every 2 years!  If you are unwilling to 
help and serve others don’t be surprised if some day soon there is nobody 
there to serve you.  Please contact Betty McNie on 01590 645300 or fill in a
volunteer form available from Reception.  

Section News
BRIDGE

Contact:  Elsie Summerfield – Tel 01425 275928

Our A.G.M. was held on 20th April 2005 where a disappointing number of 
members attended (only 26). 

The overall attendance at sessions remain good except for Tues/Fri 
afternoons.  The new committee will be looking for ways of improving this 
situation at their first meeting in May. 

David Davies and Barbara Webb stood down this time, and thanks were 
given for all their hard work.  I am sure they will be a hard act to follow.  
Brian has done a marvellous job looking after the finances, and, fortunately 
for us he has agreed to stay on as Treasurer.  In order to fulfil our 
obligations to the Centre, it has been proposed and agreed that the Annual 
Section fee be increased to £2 from April 2006. 

CHOIR (JUBILEE SINGERS)

Press Secretary:  L J Tourell – Tel 01425 615806

The concert on 14th May was well supported, although the weather was not 
up to its standard for May.  Before breaking up for the summer, choir 
members have accepted invitations to offer programmes at Brockenhurst 
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College, Belmore Lodge in Pennington and Meeting Point at Barton-on-Sea.
Burley W.I. has given an invitation for late autumn. 

With the Chairman’s good wishes for a pleasant summer holiday. 

COME DANCING

Secretary:  Eileen Smoker  – Tel 01425 612853

At the A.G.M. on the 5th April one new member was elected on to the 
Committee and the remaining Committee were re-elected unopposed. 

Despite the winter weather conditions Come Dancing has been very well 
attended and we were pleased to welcome ten new members.   We are still 
looking for another volunteer Music Presenter to bring the total up to six. 

Everyone was pleased to welcome back our Treasurer following his 
operation. 

It has been agreed to cease sending “Get Well Cards” from the Committee 
to Come Dancing members in order to avoid embarrassment and members 
feeling ‘left out’ through lack of information.

The Floral Dance on the 10th May was a great success and we look forward 
to seeing you all at the Hawaiian Party Dance on the 11th July. 

For members taking their holidays in the next two months we wish them a 
happy and restful time and look forward to seeing you on your return.

DARTS

Secretary:  Olive Rimmell – Tel 01425 616051

Our AGM was held on the 4th April 2005 and was well attended and there 
was a lively discussion regarding the finances of our Section. 

After 17 years as your Secretary I am resigning and so is our Treasurer Roy 
Carter after over 20 years service.  We have, however, new members taking 
our place and the Section is in good hands. 

The Committee elected is as follows:  Chairman:  Roy Manton;  Treasurer:  
Jack Barham;  Secretary: Stella Campbell;  Committee Members:  Nancy 
Peckham and Jean King. 

There are vacancies for our Monday evening sessions if anyone likes a 
social evening of Darts playing. 
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DISCUSSION GROUP

Acting Chairman:  Norman Fancett – Tel 01425 621543

We are quite a relaxed and informal group usually discussing topics of 
recent public interest. We would give a warm welcome to anyone coming 
along to see whether it is to their liking.  There is no commitment and no 
joining fee.  Meetings are currently held in the lounge on the second 
Tuesday of every month 2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.  Everyone around the table 
takes it in turn to speak on the subject, or if they wish, just to listen.  An 
attendance charge of 80p is collected from members attending and this is 
donated to the Community Centre.  Subject for discussion at the next 
meeting will be displayed on the Notice Board.

HANDICRAFT GROUP 

Secretary:  Margaret Prior – Tel 01425 621477

We have continued to have interesting demonstrations and general 
workshops and thank all members for their support.  June and July meetings
are as follows:

8th June Workshop
22nd June Demonstration of wooden spoon dollies by Yvonne Watling
13th July Demonstration of paper poppies by Maureen Oakley
27th July Workshop
We meet in the Common Room Annex from 10.00 a.m. – 12.00 Noon and 
everyone is welcome.  

LANGUAGES SECTION 

Chairman:  Vic Craig – Tel 01425 616301.

Members may like to know something about the foreign language classes.  
We have three, all of which take place in Room 3, starting at 10.00 a.m. and 
finishing at Noon.  The languages taught are French (Mondays); Italian 
(Thursdays); and Spanish (Fridays).

Each class welcomes new students, and Association members interested 
come and sit in on the respective days to see if a particular class would suit 
them.  Members with very little experience or knowledge could be included 
on the understanding that they would be prepared to spend time at home in 
study with the guidance of the tutors so that they can approach the standard 
of their fellow students.  They would also receive encouragement and help 
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in the very friendly atmosphere of the classes in which “old hands” have 
been known to play an important and inspiring role. 

If you wish to know more my telephone number is 01425 616301.

LINE DANCING

Secretary:  Ann Jackson – Tel 02380 282169

We meet on Fridays – Beginners class at 1.00 p.m.  advanced class at 2.00 
p.m. and receive excellent tuition from Joan.  The Line Dance section is 
certainly thriving and popular, so popular in fact – that at the moment we’re 
unable to welcome any new members.  However, do please ring the 
secretary if  you are interested in joining us and we will be happy to put you 
on our waiting list. 

1st July.   Party afternoon 1.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.- wear your western gear 
and please bring a plate of food. 

16th September.  There will be no dancing on this date.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Contact:  Arthur Lloyd – Tel 01425 611457

There will be a Guided Tour of ‘New Milton Parish Church’ on 
Wednesday 8th June at 2.30 p.m. Open to all Not just members of History
Group Call Arthur Lloyd on 01425 611457 for details.
On Wednesday 6th July at 2.00 p.m., members will set off from The 
Community Centre to Christchurch where they will be given a guided tour 
of The Constables House and Castle.  David Eels is giving the tour.  The 
intention is to meet at The Centre to ensure everyone has a lift to get to 
Christchurch, so please be there by 2.00 p.m. Call Arthur Lloyd on 01425 
611457 for further details

MAH JONG

Organiser:  Neil Ward – Tel 01425 628154 (after 6.30 p.m. please)

This ancient oriental game continues to generate interest, and it has been 
suggested that some people might like to play in the evening.  If you are 
interested in playing in the evening, please contact Neil Ward as above, for 
more details.  Whether you are a complete beginner or an experienced 
player, you are most welcome to join in.  Full tuition provided for 
beginners. 
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MEN’S GET TOGETHER

Secretary:  Philip Gunn – Tel 01425 615022

Once again, I can report two excellent speakers at our meetings.  In April, 
after our Annual General Meeting, one of our members, Reg Hanks spoke 
about his time in the East End of London entitled “Goodbye, Longfellow 
Road”.  In May, we had David Hawkes to give us a talk entitled “The 
Charge of the Light Brigade”, which was, in fact, a short history of the 
Crimea War and its ramifications, illustrated by many pictures etc. from his 
digital projector.  Both of these talks were much appreciated by the 
members.  

On Thursday 9th June we shall be entertained by the Revd. Stuart Timbrell
with his talk on “Clerical Error!” and on Thursday 14th July, John 
Coombes will give us a digital slide show entitled “A to Z of the New 
Forest.”  This will be our Ladies’ Invitation Meeting, when members may 
bring a guest, at a cost of £2.00.

Gentlemen, come and join us for a cup of tea or coffee, good company and 
some more good speakers.  Bring a friend. 

MODERN BALLROOM DANCING

Secretary:  Betty Kistruck – Tel 01425 612774

The Committee wish all members a ‘Very Good Summer’ and hope to see 
you dancing as usual.

Remember this issue covers June and July 2005 so watch Notice Board for 
possible (extras) or alterations.

Party Dances for 2005/6 are as follows:-

Halloween:  27th October  2005
Christmas:  15th December 2005 seated Buffet arranged
Valentine:  16th February 2006
Thank you Tom for your work on the committee.  Enjoy your retirement!!
Welcome to John Harris on the Committee.

NEW FOREST WALKS

Tuesday 14th June.  Leader Brian Goodchild (Tel 01425 620107)  Meeting 
at Beachern Wood Car Park, Grid Ref 285 026.  Ready to walk at 10.30 
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a.m. prompt.  The route for this walk is down to Ober Water – Fletchers 
Thorns – Queens Bower – Bolderford Bridge.  The distance is five miles.  
Will we see deer on the walk?

Tuesday 12th  July.  Leader Roy Prior (01425 621477)    We will be 
meeting at Millyford Bridge Car Park  (Grid Ref. 268 078).   Ready to walk 
at 10.30 a.m. prompt.  Our route is along Highland Water – Holmhill 
Inclosure – Wick Wood – Acres Down.  Distance is just over 4½ miles.  We
will be seeing on this walk a pond that is away from the main tracks that has
the most beautiful water lilies.  How did they get there?

Remember that we all walk at our own risk.  Walks are checked out just a 
couple of days beforehand, to ensure that there are no difficulties along the 
way.  Why not come along and enjoy a good walk, with good company.

POETRY

Secretary:  Joyce Davies – Tel 01425 614034

Thursday 16th June “Open Country”

Thursday 21st July “Poems Written for Children”

We meet in the Lounge at 10.30 a.m. to read and discuss informally poems 
chosen by each member on the given topic.  Please come along if you are 
interested – you would be most welcome.

ROUND DANCING SECTION

Secretary:  Mary lodge – Tel 01425 620778

We are still dancing as usual each week and enjoying a good afternoon.  We
must bring it to your notice that we dance all through August - last year 
there was no dancing at this time, but this has now been amended.  Hoping 
that you will all have a good summer and enjoy the warmer weather.

SEQUENCE DANCE SECTION

Secretary:  Bill White - Tel 01202 463999

The Sequence Dance Section held it's AGM on Saturday 16th April.  The 
club expressed many thanks to Terry and Eileen Morrison and Jane Waters 
who left the Committee after many years of stalwart service.  Bill White 
was elected as the new Secretary.  The excellent evening was free to those 
who gave very good support to the AGM.
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SHORT MAT BOWLS

Secretary:  Mrs. Shirley McKenzie – Tel 01425 620490

Following discussions at the Annual General Meeting talks are at present 
being held with the Executive re the purchase of replacement equipment.  
Further information will be announced in due course.  (See item on page 5)

Another Skittles Day has now been booked for Wednesday 12th October.  
Further details will be given later in the year.

TABLE TENNIS

Secretary:  Pat Askham – Tel 01425 623292

Our Annual General Meeting was held on the 12th April and the question of 
our financial state was discussed.  Brian Browning has asked that all 
Members who are able should attend the Community Centre Annual 
General Meeting on 13th June at the Centre in view of the fact that we are 
still not paying our way. 

Brian Browning has once again agreed to remain as Chairman, Don 
McKenzie, Treasurer and Pat Askham, Secretary.  We also welcome Roy 
Carter, Glad Hanham and Frank Royal & Liz Rix who have agreed to join 
the Committee for the coming year. 

Summer is nearly upon us and we hope all our Section Members will have 
good holidays.  We do hope more of our Members will try and support the 
T.T. sessions on a more regular basis in order to keep our section going, and
if you hear of anyone who would like to join us please encourage them to 
come along. 

We would like to remind you once again to be vigilant in not leaving any 
valuables such as car keys in pockets if your coats are left outside Room 4.  
With the warmer evenings, doors are likely to be left open and strangers can
wander around the Centre. 

COMPETITION RESULTS

There were very few responses to last months competition, which is strange 
because it wasn’t difficult.
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I am very much indebted to Mr Winslade, the present owner of the Thatched
Cottage for his understanding in using his home as a subject for our 
competition.  Further, he has supplied a very full account of the property 
which I have reproduced below.  The key answer to the question of the 
significance of the building is contained in his second paragraph.

The Thatched Cottage is located in Southern Lane, New Milton, just off the 
Lymington Road by Old Milton Green.  My wife and I have owned the 
property for the past two and a half years and have spent considerable sums
of money on restoration and modernisation.
The property is reputed to be the oldest surviving dwelling in the area, 
being constructed originally in circa 1600 in the times of Elizabeth 1st.  It 
was stables to the coach house, which stood next door at the time.  The 
coach yard is still used as a private car park to the side of the property.
The main and oldest part of the house is of Cob and Thatch construction.  
Additions to the rear of the house are of modern construction. 
The property resembles the Dr Who Tardis inside.  It is much bigger that it 
looks.  Downstairs there is a small entrance hall leading into the sitting 
room (which still has a large open fireplace) then through to an small inner 
lobby off which is a toilet room, bathroom and bedroom and the entrance to
the dining area.  The galley kitchen is then off the dining area.
Upstairs there has been constructed, a mezzanine floor which doubles up as
an office or double bedroom.
The kitchen door leads into the paved garden with fishpond and a variety of 
potted shrubs and finally part of the garden has been taken over to provide 
a covered dining area we fondly refer to as The Taverna.  This has a vine 
which is grape producing and home-made wine is made from them.
If any of your readers would like a tour, we would be happy to oblige, 
there's always tea in the pot!

Edwin G Winslade

Babbs Bullock also produced a interesting response to the front cover 
picture and correctly identified the picture on Page 14 as the Whist Section 
in the Lounge on a Friday afternoon.  Mention of the popularity of Canasta 
and Bridge Sections completed the correct answer.

Janet Trow wins the Ad-hoc prize for pointing out omissions to The 
Newsletter viz. the Council Meeting dates.  Well done Janet; prizes for all as
usual revolve around free tea or coffee!
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The picture above shows an activity, taking place at The Centre.  You will 
note from the happy smiles on the faces of participants that they are 
enjoying themselves.  The questions are what is the activity, why are these 
people lucky to be a part of it at present and where else would you find such
fit ladies?  You will need to read the rest of The Newsletter to answer these 
questions.  The front cover picture is taken from a well-known cliff top.  
The questions are why is the state of the ground of interest to Barton 
residents?  What has been edited out from the picture?  What would be 
inconvenient about it not being there?  Answers to the editor please.  

Council Meeting Report

At the meeting of Council on May 16th, the assembled members received 
various reports outlining the past few months’ activities.  The Chairman 
reported that, whilst many changes had been made, he could see more 
settled times ahead.  Much of the change had been necessary and was a by-
product of new people becoming involved in the running of The 
Association.  He praised those who had worked hard to manage this change 
and re-affirmed the longer term aims of promoting new sections and 
activities, increasing membership and maximising the use of our rooms.
Chris Savage reported on the finances of The Association and, in essence, 
his report showed a significantly improved financial position.  He 
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highlighted the increased section contributions and thanked those 
responsible.  He indicated that most sections were working towards meeting
the financial targets set for them in order to recover their ‘fair share 
contribution’ to the running costs of The Centre.  Whilst these financial 
realities had been hard for some to grasp, most had now accepted their 
importance.  The Chairman thanked Chris for all his hard work and 
spontaneous applause erupted from those present.  One item missing from 
the accounts for this year was income from the Autumn Fair.  Members will 
recall that the Fair had previously been held annually but last year there 
were no volunteers prepared to organise it.  This accounted for about £1,800
of lost income.
In answer to a question, the Chairman confirmed that a new licence has 
been applied for.  Those in the know will be aware that all public buildings 
needed to have a number of licences for various things including music and 
dancing and public performance.  Most licences have now been 
consolidated into one application process, which incidentally includes 
licensing for the sale of alcohol.  We have applied for a full license because 
the emphasis of the new legislation is on premises rather than activities.  
There is definitely no intention to sell alcohol at The Centre but without the 
correct license, we could be breaking the law holding a function or allowing
a letting a function where people would like to have a drink!
Other items included a call for the recent ‘Organ Concert’ type event to be 
tried again, a demand for parking spaces to be allocated to room hirers, and 
the provision of a new chalk board for the languages section.

A Tribute to Alan McCallum

It was with Real Regret that I heard of the death of Alan McCallum, the 
President of the Association, a man who was a staunch supporter of the 
Association for more than 20 years.

He was involved with many of the Centre’s activities – Whist – Ballroom 
Dancing – Come Dancing - he started the Line Dancing – and ran a very 
successful Quiz night.  He also had been a very active member of the 
Executive Committee and had arranged our insurance for the Centre for 
many years.  Sadly, he did not reach the end of his Presidency, which would
have been at this year’s AGM.

He was a Great Character and he will be missed by many, including myself.

Vic Ambrose 
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People Changes

After the Council Meeting on May 16th, Chris Savage decided that the time 
was right for him to leave The Executive Committee.  You may remember 
that Chris, who has done an excellent job of increasing the income from 
sections, had previously resigned as Treasurer due to his other commitments
and particularly time spent out of the country.  Chris, however, continued to 
assist Robert Gibb who was appointed as Treasurer in February.  Robert has
rapidly assimilated the complexities and subtleties of The Association’s 
accounts and Chris felt that the time was right to hand over completely to 
Robert in preparation for the AGM.  A sincere thank you goes to Chris for 
all that he has done and we wish Robert every success as Treasurer.

BOARD GAMES

I know I have said this before but have you any board games in your loft or 
elsewhere that you no longer need?  I am interested in starting a board 
games section, nothing too technical and certainly not those games that are 
already played at The Centre.  I have in mind such old favourites as 
Buccaneer, Go, Risk, Backgammon, Rumicub, Cluedo etc.  I am sure I am 
not alone in having not played Monopoly for years, simply due to a lack of 
other players.  The Community Centre seems like an obvious place to meet 
and play such games as a social activity.  I expect the cost to be a mere 50 
pence per week.  The other advantage of a section at The Centre is that a 
range of games would be available so that players could try something new 
each time.  If you have any games you no longer need or are interested in 
playing please contact me on 612612.  Thank you for games received so far.
RBF

Affiliated Group News
CHRISTCHURCH & NEW FOREST NATIONAL TRUST ASSOCIATION

Contact:  Mrs P Pipe – Tel 01425 480891

Summer 2005: Our programme of coach outings, including Tyntesfield, 
Snowshill Manor, and Brownsea Island is now available. 
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Whilst priority is given to our association members, members of the 
National Trust are welcome to enquire about the outings.   
Our talks and social programme recommences in the autumn.  For 
membership information and application form call 01425 480891.

EXTEND

Organiser/Presenter:  Diane Steer – Tel 01425 610756

10.00 a.m. – 11.00 a.m.  SEATED CLASS 
July - fun with scarves, chi balls and batons!
11.15 a.m. – 12.15 p.m.  ACTIVE CLASS (previous experience helpful).
Please phone for availability or further details.  More classes available 
including PILATES.

FOREST ARTS

For a full listing of performances please contact the box office on 01425 
619983 

HUMANIST ASSOCIATION DORSET

Press Officer:  Liliane Apers – Tel 01425 638296

Secretary:  Jane Bannister – Tel 01202 428506

Saturday  11th June  - “A Very Short History of Just a Few Things”   
(with apologies to Bill Bryson) at Moordown Community Centre, 
Coronation Avenue, Bournemouth – 2.00 p.m.
Some keen members in New Milton would like to form a local support 
group.  If interested contact 01425 638296.

MUSIC AT BEAULIEU

Beaulieu Abbey Church. Box Office 01590 675268 

Saturday 11th June  7:00pm £8 Chenyin Li – Piano Return visit by this 
international pianist.
Saturday 2nd July 7:00pm £15 Glyndebourne at Beaulieu Artistes 
perform glorious operatic arias.
Saturday 23rd July  7:00pm £8 John Fidler  A brilliant pianist playing 
works by Beethoven, Chopin, Brahms and Debussy

NEW MILTON, B-O-S & DISTRICT RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

Contact:  Mrs P Inglis – Tel 01425 615069
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General Meeting  Tuesday, 5th July, 7.30 p.m. at Barton Methodist 
Church Hall Speaker: Chris Coneybeer, Senior Reporter/Journalist from 
BBC TV's South Today.
Non-members welcome

NEW MILTON RECORDED MUSIC SOCIETY

Secretary:  Brian Stevenson – Tel 01590 682730

Meet at 7.30pm at The Parish Hall, Church Lane, Old Milton
9th June. It’s The Same, But Different!  Ken Stone Wimborne RMS
16th June. Continuing the Tour of Europe.  John Russell
7th July. I’m Cheating, But With Permission.  Beryl Maddox
14th July. A Musical Alphabet:  3 I’s, 2 J’s & a K.  Mike Ward
21st July. It’s a Secret, But All Will be Revealed on the Night.  

Derek Goss

THE ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION

Secretary Mrs B.Underwood – Tel 01425 638763

Tuesday June 21st  David Hawkes – ‘A Diplomat’s Lot’  Tales of funny 
business behind the doors of our embassies.
Tuesday July 19th  ‘Following the Avon’ with John Combes and his 
camera. An electronic video projector presentation.

Coffee mornings 10.30 at the ‘Rydal’ first Tuesday in the month

Musical Activity Feedback

Unfortunately, the response to the appeal to start a musical instrument 
section fell largely on deaf ears.  Many thanks to those who did respond but 
unfortunately there were too few of us to make it work.  I have kept the 
details on file and will resurrect the idea if there are any further responses.

Acknowledgements
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RBF
What is on at the Centre in June / July 2005

June July
Art 2.00 p.m. Weds 1, 8, 15, 22 6, 13, 20, 27,
Ballroom Dancing 2.00 p.m. Mon 6, 13, 20, 27 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Ballroom Dancing 7.30 p.m. Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Bowls 7.00 p.m. Mon 6, 13, 20, 27 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Bowls 10.00 a.m. Tues 7, 14, 21, 28 5, 12, 19, 26
Bowls 10.00 a.m. Weds 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 6, 13, 20, 27,
Bowls 10.00 a.m. Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Bowls 10.00 a.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Bowls 7.00p.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Bridge Duplicate 6.30 p.m. Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Bridge Duplicate 6.30 p.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Bridge Partnership 1.30 p.m. Weds 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 6, 13, 20, 27,
Bridge Chicago 1.30 p.m. Mon 6, 13, 20, 27 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Bridge Cut In 1.30 p.m. Tues 7, 14, 21, 28 5, 12, 19, 26
Bridge Cut In 7.00 p.m. Weds 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 6, 13, 20, 27,
Bridge Cut In 1.30 p.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Bridge Practice Class 1.30 p.m. Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Canasta 1.30 p.m. Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Chess 7.00 p.m. Tues 7, 14, 21, 28 5, 12, 19, 26
Chess 1.30 p.m. Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Chess 7.00 p.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Choir 2.00 p.m. Weds 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 6, 13, 20, 27,
Come Dancing 7.30 p.m. Tues 7, 14, 21, 28 5, 12, 19, 26
Craft 10.00 a.m. Weds  8,  22,  13,  27,
Cribbage 2.00 p.m . Tues 7, 14, 21, 28 5, 12, 19, 26
Darts 7.00 p.m. Mon 6, 13, 20, 27 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Darts 1.30 p.m. Tues 7, 14, 21, 28 5, 12, 19, 26
Darts 7.00 p.m. Weds 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 6, 13, 20, 27,
Discussion Group 2.00 p.m. Tues 14 12
Executive Com. Meeting 9.30 a.m. Mon 13 11
French 10.00 a.m. Mon 6, 13, 20, 27 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Italian 10.00 a.m. Thurs 2, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Line Dancing 1.30 p.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Line Dancing 2.15 p.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Local History 7.30 p.m. Tues 8th Visit,14 6th Visit
Mah-Jong 1.30 pm Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Mangmt.Com. Meeting 9.30 a.m. Thurs 2 7
Mens Get Together 10.00 a.m. Thurs 9 14
Monthly Luncheon 12.00 Noon Thurs 9 14
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Piano 11.00 a.m. Mon 6, 13, 20, 27 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Poetry 10.30. a.m. Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Round Dancing 2.00 p.m. Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Scrabble 1.30 p.m. Mon 6, 13, 20, 27 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Sequence Dancing 7.30 p.m. Weds. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 6, 13, 20, 27,
Sequence Dancing 7.30 p.m. Sat 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 7, 14, 21, 28,
Spanish 10.00 a.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Table Tennis 7.00 p.m. Mon 6, 13, 20, 27 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Table Tennis 10.00 a.m. Tues 7, 14, 21, 28 5, 12, 19, 26
Table Tennis 7.00 p.m. Weds 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 6, 13, 20, 27,
Table Tennis 1.30 p.m. Thurs. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7, 14, 21, 28
Table Tennis 10.00 a.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Walking & Rambling 10.30am Tues 14 12
Whist 1.30 p.m. Fri 3, 10, 17, 24, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

What Senior Citizens are Worth -

Did you know that we old folks are worth a fortune?  We have silver in our 
hair, gold in our teeth, stones in our kidneys, lead in our feet and gas in our 
stomachs!  Frankly, I have become a frivolous old woman!!  I am seeing six
gentlemen every day!  As soon as I wake up Will Power helps me out of 
bed, then I get to see Jimmy Riddle and then it is time for breakfast with Mr.
Kellogg.  This is followed closely by the refreshing company of Mr. Tetley 
or my other friend who I only know by his initials – P.G!  Then comes some
someone I don’t like at all – Arthur Itis – he knows he is not welcome, but 
he insists on being here, and what is more, he stays for the rest of the day.  
Even then, he does not like to stay in one place; so, he takes me from joint 
to joint.  After such a hectic day I am glad to get to bed (and with Johnny 
Walker too!!)  What a hectic life!  Oh yes, I am now flirting with Al 
Zheimer!  The vicar came to call the other day and said at my age I should 
be thinking of the hereafter.  So I told him I did all the time.  For, no matter 
where I am, the bedroom, the kitchen, the sitting room or the garden I ask 
myself “Now what am I here after?”  Well I’ll close now, and I hope that 
Will Power is your constant companion too, but do make sure that his friend
Emma Royd does not creep up on you from behind!!!  And watch out for 
the crafty one – Gerry Atric!! 

Muriel Busby
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USEFUL HELPLINES

The following Tradesmen and suppliers have been recommended by our 
members and have agreed to their names being included in our Newsletter.  
Do you know of other local businesses that have provided an efficient and 
helpful service?  If so, let us know so that we can include their details in 
future issues.

THE ARTIST’S CENTRE – TEL.  01425 611106

3 Winston Parade, Lymmington Road, New Milton. BH25 6PT

Art materials at HUGE discounts.  Picture Framing with both a bespoke 
service and lots of ready-made frames and mounts on the shelf.

Suppliers of materials to The Community Association.

DRAIN-WIZE – TEL. 01202 594592

Unit 1, Heathercroft, Barrack Road, West Parley BH22 8UB

Plumbing & Drainage Engineers.  Genuine 24 hour Emergency Service.

Recommended by Mr. L Tourell for giving quick and helpful attention at 
reasonable charges.

NEW MILTON SOUND & VISION – TEL. 01425 620520

127 Old Milton Road, New Milton, Hampshire

Sales and Service for Televisions, Video, Hi-fi and Car Audio Systems.  
Free estimates on all repairs.

Recommended by Mr Eric Sinclare for efficient service at sensible prices.

FERGUSONS ELECTRICIANS

Tel. 01425 612612 or Mobile 07050 029014

Mr. Richard Ferguson, L.C.G.I. 31 Barton Court Road, New Milton, BH25 
6NW.

Qualified, Registered and fully insured for all Small Maintenance – 
Installations – Heating etc.  AGE CONCERN (Bournemouth) Approved.

Recommended by Eileen Dobson for being courteous, reliable and efficient.
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